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(1) ƒAdded a subparagraph (D) to section 36(c)(2) of the 
IRC, added by section 1401≈

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made by this sub-
section shall apply to taxable years beginning after December 
31, 2013. 
(i) COORDINATION WITH EMPLOYER RESPONSIBILITIES.—

(1) SHARED RESPONSIBILITY PENALTY.—
(A) ƒAdded a paragraph (3) to section 4980H(c) of the 

IRC, added by section 1513≈
(B) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made by this 

paragraph shall apply to months beginning after December 
31, 2013. 
(2) ƒAmended section 18B(a)(3) of FLSA, added by section 

1512≈
(j) EMPLOYER REPORTING.—

(1) ƒAmended section 6056(a) of the IRC, added by section 
1514≈

(2) ƒReplaced subsection (f) of section 6056 of the IRC, 
added by section 1514≈

(3) ƒMade miscellaneous conforming amendments to sec-
tions 6056 and 6724(d) of the IRC, added by section 1514, as 
well as a table of sections amendment≈

(4) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by this sub-
section shall apply to periods beginning after December 31, 
2013.

Subtitle G—Miscellaneous Provisions 

SEC. 1551 ø42 U.S.C. 18111¿. DEFINITIONS. 
Unless specifically provided for otherwise, the definitions con-

tained in section 2791 of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 
300gg–91) shall apply with respect to this title. 
SEC. 1552 ø42 U.S.C. 18112¿. TRANSPARENCY IN GOVERNMENT. 

Not later than 30 days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services shall publish on the 
Internet website of the Department of Health and Human Services, 
a list of all of the authorities provided to the Secretary under this 
Act (and the amendments made by this Act). 
SEC. 1553 ø42 U.S.C. 18113¿. PROHIBITION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION 

ON ASSISTED SUICIDE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Government, and any State or 

local government or health care provider that receives Federal fi-
nancial assistance under this Act (or under an amendment made 
by this Act) or any health plan created under this Act (or under 
an amendment made by this Act), may not subject an individual 
or institutional health care entity to discrimination on the basis 
that the entity does not provide any health care item or service fur-
nished for the purpose of causing, or for the purpose of assisting 
in causing, the death of any individual, such as by assisted suicide, 
euthanasia, or mercy killing. 

(b) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term ‘‘health care entity’’ 
includes an individual physician or other health care professional, 
a hospital, a provider-sponsored organization, a health mainte-
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nance organization, a health insurance plan, or any other kind of 
health care facility, organization, or plan. 

(c) CONSTRUCTION AND TREATMENT OF CERTAIN SERVICES.—
Nothing in subsection (a) shall be construed to apply to, or to af-
fect, any limitation relating to—

(1) the withholding or withdrawing of medical treatment 
or medical care; 

(2) the withholding or withdrawing of nutrition or hydra-
tion; 

(3) abortion; or 
(4) the use of an item, good, benefit, or service furnished 

for the purpose of alleviating pain or discomfort, even if such 
use may increase the risk of death, so long as such item, good, 
benefit, or service is not also furnished for the purpose of caus-
ing, or the purpose of assisting in causing, death, for any rea-
son. 
(d) ADMINISTRATION.—The Office for Civil Rights of the Depart-

ment of Health and Human Services is designated to receive com-
plaints of discrimination based on this section. 
SEC. 1554 ø42 U.S.C. 18114¿. ACCESS TO THERAPIES. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act, the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services shall not promulgate any regulation 
that—

(1) creates any unreasonable barriers to the ability of indi-
viduals to obtain appropriate medical care; 

(2) impedes timely access to health care services; 
(3) interferes with communications regarding a full range 

of treatment options between the patient and the provider; 
(4) restricts the ability of health care providers to provide 

full disclosure of all relevant information to patients making 
health care decisions; 

(5) violates the principles of informed consent and the eth-
ical standards of health care professionals; or 

(6) limits the availability of health care treatment for the 
full duration of a patient’s medical needs. 

SEC. 1555 ø42 U.S.C. 18115¿. FREEDOM NOT TO PARTICIPATE IN FED-
ERAL HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAMS. 

No individual, company, business, nonprofit entity, or health 
insurance issuer offering group or individual health insurance cov-
erage shall be required to participate in any Federal health insur-
ance program created under this Act (or any amendments made by 
this Act), or in any Federal health insurance program expanded by 
this Act (or any such amendments), and there shall be no penalty 
or fine imposed upon any such issuer for choosing not to participate 
in such programs. 
SEC. 1556. EQUITY FOR CERTAIN ELIGIBLE SURVIVORS. 

(a) REBUTTABLE PRESUMPTION.—Section 411(c)(4) of the Black 
Lung Benefits Act (30 U.S.C. 921(c)(4)) is amended by striking the 
last sentence. 

(b) CONTINUATION OF BENEFITS.—Section 422(l) of the Black 
Lung Benefits Act (30 U.S.C. 932(l)) is amended by striking ‘‘, ex-
cept with respect to a claim filed under this part on or after the 
effective date of the Black Lung Benefits Amendments of 1981’’. 
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